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East Park Academy 
Geography Year 1: An Island Home; Katie Morag  

Overview of the Learning: 
In this unit children will develop their Geographical understanding and location knowledge about the UK. Pupils will be able to 

develop their place knowledge understanding geographical  
similarities and differences through the study of human and physical features of a small area of the UK.   
 

Core Aims  
 Children will develop geographical knowledge and 

understanding about their country.  

 Develop geographical vocabulary describing human and 

physical features of a place.  (In the UK)  

 Use geographical skills including maps, geographical 

information, photographs and sources to support and 

enhance their learning.  

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Develop knowledge about the United Kingdom.  

 To name, locate and identify characteristics of a specific area.  

 To use basic geographical vocabulary when referring to 
physical and human features 

 To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features.  

 To construct simple maps, using basic symbols in a key. 
 To draw simple conclusions comparing similarities and 

differences of a small area of the UK.  

Expectations 
Children can: 

 Name and locate characteristics of a place.   

 Identify and describe physical and human features of a part of the UK using this vocabulary correctly.  

 Identify and describe what places are like 

 Use maps and atlases to develop their understanding  

 Draw simple maps using keys and symbols 

 Ask simple geographical questions about where they live and investigate answers 

 Use observations and a range of geographical sources to suggest answers to questions 

 To understand the terms physical and human features 

 They carry out simple tasks and select information using resources that are given to them about places and environments 

 Make comparisons of a contrasting location.  
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To map Sturay using a key  

 Touse simple compass directions (North, 
South, East and West) and locational and 
directional language.  

 To identify and describe what places are like 

 To investigate physical and human features 
of a part of the UK.   

 To understand where we live in relation to 
Stuary  

 To locate Wolverhampton and Stuary on a 
map 
 

Investigating Stuary – developing pace knowledge.  
Introduce the children to this terms topic: An island home; Katie Morag.  
What do you think we will be learning about this term?  
Where is Struay and what is it like? 
Share with the children the Katie Morag story.  
Using atlases can the children locate Scotland? Western isles?  
Locate Wolverhampton and discuss in relation to the Western Isles. 

Using photographs, pictures and key physical and human features, what conclusions 
can the children draw?   
Discuss places they see, how would they describe this place?  
Using positional language describe what they can see on a map – near and far, left and 
right to describe locations of features and routes on a map.  
What questions would the children like to investigate this term, relating to the unit?  
Possible learning opportunities:  
Can the children identify physical and human features (sorting)  
Write a description about Struay 
Map Struay and Wolverhampton – marking physical and human features.  
Kids at Random House - KATIE MORAG 
BBC - Learning Zone Class Clips - Barnaby Bear visits the Orkney Islands (pt 1/2) - Geography 
BBC - Learning Zone Class Clips - Barnaby Bear visits the Orkney Islands (pt 2/2) - Geography 
PPT to support learning 

www.sln.org.uk/geography/.../Coll%20-%20Struay%202.ppt 

 To identify features and characteristics of a 
place.  

 To compare contrasting locations 

 To ask and respond to geographical 
questions.  

 

Transport in Struay? 
Read Katie Morag delivers the Mail to the children, and discuss where on Struay the Mail is 

delivered, how it is delivered  
and why. 
Use the map of Struay to follow where the mail is delivered 
Children could add places where the mail is delivered on their own Maps of Struay.  
Identify or draw or list the main types of transport used in Struay eg boat, tractor, lorry, walking.  
Discuss why these forms of transport are to be fund on the island.  
Are they similar or different to the forms of transport we use? 
Make comparisons between there and where we live. (links to last term geography) 

http://www.randomhouse.co.uk/childrens/katiemorag/home.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/barnaby-bear-visits-the-orkney-islands-pt-1-2/5436.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/barnaby-bear-visits-the-orkney-islands-pt-2-2/5437.html
http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/.../Coll%20-%20Struay%202.ppt
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Discuss with the children how they think Struay is linked to the mainland.  
Where might a boat land on Struay? Use story and map for reference. 
Kids at Random House - KATIE MORAG 

www.sln.org.uk/geography/.../Coll%20-%20Struay%202.ppt 

 To investigate how land and buildings are 
used.   

 To understand what it might be like living in 
Stuary  

 To ask and respond to geographical 
questions about places and environments 

  

Living in Stuary 
What do you think it’s like to live in Stuary? What jobs are there? Do you think they are different 

to jobs in  
Wolverhampton?  
Using a map locate the characters homes and places of work.  
What do you think it would be like to live here? Why?  
What job would you have? Could you have?  
Learning opportunities:  
Children to use a character from the book and describe where they live and the job they do.  
Using the map ask the children to list the uses of land and buildings on Struay.  
Discuss with the children the position of homes and important buildings, can the children give 
reasons about their position. 
Draw one of the buildings from Struay from the map and describe its use. 
Kids at Random House - KATIE MORAG 

 To investigate the island of Stuary 

 To use a range of sources to investigate.  

 To draw conclusions about a place 
 

Recap with the children their learning so far.   
What do you think Katie’s life is like?  
Imagine you are Katie... Hot seat in pairs.  
Explain what it is like to live on the island of Stuary. e.g. what her home is like, school, what 
she does after school, at the weekend, during holidays.  
In Katie’s shoes  
Write an invitation to a friend from Manor Primary school inviting them to stay during half term.  
Send a post card to a ‘pen pal’ or an email to a friend who goes to Manor primary explaining 
what life is like for Katie.  
They are to explain what. life is like on the island and what they will do during their stay- 

Using sources investigate key facts about Stuary, drawing simple geographical 
conclusions.  
www.sln.org.uk/geography/.../Coll%20-%20Struay%202.ppt 

 To understand places change.  
 To investigate how change impacts on people and 

places.    
 To ask simple geographical questions and can 

investigate answers.  
 

Discuss with the children ‘How places change’   
Do you think the island is changing?  How? Why?  
The new pier.  
Provide the children with big paper- why do you think there is a new pier? Is it important 
for the people who live here? What about the islanders? The mainland people?  
What impact will building a new pier have?  

http://www.randomhouse.co.uk/childrens/katiemorag/home.htm
http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/.../Coll%20-%20Struay%202.ppt
http://www.randomhouse.co.uk/childrens/katiemorag/home.htm
http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/.../Coll%20-%20Struay%202.ppt
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What will it be used for?  
Add it to their map of Stuary (start of unit). 
Learning opportunities  
Imagine a character from the island – share thought of new pier 
For and against new pier 
Pier uses  
How it will impact / change their lives / lifestyles.  

 To make comparisons between Wolverhampton 
and Sturay.  

 To understand what a contrasting location is.  
 

How is Struay similar to, and different from our locality? 
Using pictures and prior learning discuss what our locality is like.  
What are its main features e.g. school, shops, parks, main roads.  
How is it similar or different to Struay? 
Is this island a contrasting location? How? Why?  
Learning opportunities  
Comparison table - Wolverhampton and Island like Struay - Identify key similarities and 

differences 
Collage of Struay and Wolverhampton – identify features of both places.  
Information text / Fact file using sub headings such as houses, physical landscape, people and 
traffic. 

www.sln.org.uk/geography/.../Coll%20-%20Struay%202.ppt 

 To share personal preferences about places.  
 To use reasoned arguments and discussion to make an 

informed personal choice. 

 

Would I like to live there? 
Recap learning this term.  
Discuss with the children what they have leant about living on a small island.  
What are the advantages? Disadvantages?  
Ask the children what it would be like about living on a small island, what they would miss most 

and what things it would  
be difficult to do. 
Using talking partners encourage the children to express personal preferences. 
Children to record their thoughts using pictures or a mind map/ written outcomes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/.../Coll%20-%20Struay%202.ppt
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